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Dismantling Rights Through Systematic Po'licy Dilutions -
Tracking legislative changes in India: 2014 - 2019

Since May 2014, the already grim state of human rights, and economic plight of
common persons in India began to take a turn for the worse. Crime against
women have increased by 83%, crimes against Dalits, under Atrocities Act
increased by 11.6 %, 122 cases of mob lynching resulting from cow vigilante,
resulted in 294 persons being assaulted. Between 20114 and 2018 the number of
‘in Jammu and Kashmir has increased by 35.71 % whe_\r.ea._fa
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brought in many changes in Land Acquisition Act which completely abolish rights
of Farmers even over fertile land and help Corporate sectors to acquire land for

its own private accumulation.

ECONOMIC LEGISLATION

A number of legislative and policy measures, including the Specified Bank Notes
(Cessation of Liabilities) Act, 2017/ demonetisation and the Central Goods and
Services Tax, 2017 were touted as curbing corruption and eradicating black
money. While demonetization did not achieve any of these objectives, it
remained beyond the purview of public scrutiny. The report has also pointed out
that the present GST regime is problematic for various reasons. The tax may be
beneficial for the Union Government and large businesses, but the State
Governments are likely to be affected adversely.

AMENDMENTS IN LAWS ABOUT PUNISHMENT ON SEXUAL ASSAULT

After the Kathua and Unnao outrage against rape and murder, the Central
Government swung into action and passed an ordinance (subsequently converted
into legislation) called “Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018” which came
into force on 21 April 2018. The ordinance amended 4 Laws, (1) Indian Penal Code
1860 (2) Indian Evidence Act 1872 (3) Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 and (4)
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012. The main controversy
generated by the 2018 ordinance has been in providing death as a possible
punishment, for rape of girls under 12 years of age. This decision to amend the
important criminal laws vide an ordinance is a hasty and a knee jerk reaction,
without substantially improving the conditions of women and girls across the

country.

Finally, we hope that this report serves as an important information tool in the
hands of the general public and that they are able to objectively analyze the
destructive policies of the current regime, demand accountability and reversal
of these dangerous policy changes that threaten our secular socialist democratic
foundation and constitu tional values.
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